Increased radioresistance of offspring in rats after maternal stimulation with benzene blood cell extracts.
Benzene extracts from human blood cells were inoculated intraperitoneally into female rats on days 13, 17, and 21 of pregnancy. Their offspring at 13 to 15 weeks of ago were irradiated with gamma rays for 49 h, with a total dose of 15.6 Gy. The number of survivors 30 days after irradiation was significantly greater in offspring from mothers treated with extracts as compared with controls.